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Who are we?

William (Bill) Kralovec
OIS Head

This is the teacher
recruiting season and
besides asking ques-
tions to potential can-
didates and finding
out more about po-
tential hires, it is also
a time of answering
questions. Interested
applicants ask us a
variety of questions,
about the school, the
community, and life in Japan. One of the most common ques-

tions we are asked by candidates is what are the demographics
that make up the student body. This is not as simple question to
answer as one may think. Teacher recruiting agencies ask for a
breakdown of percentages of the major nationality groups, UK,
American, local, etc. One could start by looking at the national-
ity based on passport. There is an ever increasing number of
people with dual citizenships, family members living in dif-
ferent nations, labor contracts based on short-term visas, and
faster and ever cheaper lines of contact between nations. This
has resulted in families with a mosaic of identities that cannot
be defined by one or more passports. The number of these inter-
national families is growing.

In taking a closer look at the demographics of our student
body at OIS, I can see how the previously mentioned factors,
have given our student body a more complex demographic
profile. There are approximately 27 different nationalities
represented by our parents and students. I say approximately,
because often, parents do not list multiple citizenships. The top
three nationalities besides Japan are the United States of Amer-
ica, United Kingdom, and South Korea.

Stepping away from our school and looking from the per-
spective of Japan as a whole, there are three groups of interna-
tional families that send their children to international schools
here. Australian researchers Velliaris and Willis (2014) have
named these three groups as follows:

1.Dual Japanese internationally oriented parents;

2.Japanese intercultural parents;

3.Dual foreign internationally mobile parents;

The dual Japanese parents are those that may have spent time
in other countries and have returned to Japan. Many choose SIS
and other Japanese schools, but some want to continue with
international schools in English. Other parents may have spent
time overseas as a child or want to have their children study
abroad. There are many reasons why parents would want an
English and internationally-minded education.

The second group, Japanese intercultural parents are families

with one parent a foreign citizen and the other a Japanese citi-
zen. These families too, can choose between local schools and
international schools. Most try to develop both the culture and
language of both parents, often through supplementing daily
schooling with summer visits home or extra classes.

And finally, the third group are both parents hold foreign
passports and they are here working in business, diplomacy,
missionary work, etc. Families can be posted to Japan for both
long or short stays. Foreign parents need for their children to
possibly take up schooling and a career outside of Japan so an
international curriculum is essential.

Our school works to maintain a balance among the three
groups. This gives a diverse, rich environment for students to
learn.

It is a personal decision that each family must make when
choosing a school. For those families choosing OIS, we offer
English-based instruction with the International Baccalaure-
ate curriculum. The IB encourages students to maintain their
mother tongue and bilingualism, so it fits with our families. The
special relationship with SIS also gives students an intimate
relationship with the local culture of Japan that many inter-
national schools cannot equal. In SIS there are also bicultural
families, around 10% of their student body.

When I answer prospective teachers, I shy away from count-
ing percentages or number of nationalities. Instead, we discuss
the diversity within the three major groups in our community. It
is one of the things that makes working in international schools
so fascinating.

Reference

Velliaris D. & Willis C. (2014). International family profiles
and parental school choice in Tokyo. Journal of Research in In-
ternational Education 13 (3). 235 -247
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"JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT"

SOIS annually puts on a theatre production featuring
students from grades 3 - 12. The 2014-2015 SOIS All
School Production presented “Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat” at the school theatre from

February 12-14, 2015. The story is based on the "coat of |
many colors" story of Joseph from the Bible's Book of |

Genesis. The musical was performed in English along
with Japanese subtitles.
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Two Schools Together

Girls Basketball Won in WJAA
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WJAA and AISA

Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
=SOIS belongs to two competitive activities leagues, one
domestic and one international, each with season-ending
championship tournaments.

The domestic league is called the Western Japan Activities
Association (WJAA) and consists of several schools:
* Canadian Academy = CA (Kobe)
* EJ King High School = EJK (Sasebo)
* Fukuoka International School
* Hiroshima International School
* International Christian Academy Nagoya
* Kyoto International University Academy = KIUA
* Marist Brothers International School (Kobe)
* MC Perry High School = MCP (Iwakuni)

* Nagoya International School
* Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Sons of Light School (Takarazuka)

Our international league is called the Association of In-
ternational Schools in Asia (AISA), which consists of four
schools:

* Korea International School = KIS

* Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Seoul International School = SIS

* Yokohama International School =YIS

Through AISA, SOIS students participate in many activi-
ties: basketball, volleyball, soccer, swimming, tennis, band,
orchestra, choir, student council, and mathematics. Season-
ending events are held each year at a league member school
on a rotational basis.
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Two Schools Together

Boys Basketball Came 4th in AISA

Michael Routh
Boys Basketball Coach, PE

The boys concluded their roller coaster season
by competing in the AISA basketball tourney
at Yokohama International School. This very
young team (with no active seniors and only two
juniors) have faced many physical, mental and
emotional challenges this season but continued
to work hard and stay positive. Throughout the
season, they lost against much more experienced,
bigger and consistent teams in CA, EJK, MCP
and also lost to a crack OB’s squad littered with
past AISA champions. They registered come
from behind wins against KIUA and Nagoya at
the WJAA tourney and beat KIUA a second time
more convincingly. The boys also withstood a
furious comeback to hold on against the staff/community team
and finished the regular season with a strong win over Sons of
the Light. Their two most complete team performances were
a 24 point blowout win vs YIS (who finished 2nd at AISA a
week later) at the WJAA Tourney and beating a very strong
KIS at AISA in an exciting overtime thriller, where Kan and
Leo both hit clutch free throws under extreme pressure to close
out the win. The boys endured several major injury dramas
this year, with Captain Kota and his replacement EJ both pick-
ing up season ending injuries in the first and last week of the
season. Daiki and Luca also spent time in the medical ward,
and three starters (both captains) picked up serious injuries at
AISA too. However, this group of deep and talented players
finished the tourney in 4th place after losing to the eventual

Wi - 1Y

undefeated AISA champions SIS and the team who finished
3rd in the tournament by a single point in what turned out to be
a VERY tough Pool . Tommy Ban and Kan Sawabe were voted
as worthy members of the tourney ALL-TOURNAMENT team
after starting in, and producing consistent performances in all
5 tourney games. With a lot of work on the courts and in the
weights room in the off season, I have no doubt this group and
the JV team coming through will be serious contenders for both
championships next season. I would like to thank all players,
parents, fans, sabers cheer girls, SSC members, AD Heimer,
coaches Kota and Sota and our wonderful managers for all
their work, support and patience throughout this very long
but highly rewarding season. Let’s do it all again next year?
(G00000000000000 Saberssssssssssssssssss!
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Two Schools Together

AISA Mathematics & Leadership

30th — 31st January British School of Beijing

Kevin Bertman
OIS Mathematics

Eight students from Senri and Osaka In-
ternational School travelled with mathemat-
ics teacher Mr Bertman and physics teacher
Ms Tosa to the British School of Beijing to
participate in the AISA mathematics and
leadership challenge.

Yuichi Yoshioka, Re Ea Tay, Ryoko Izuta
and Sang Jin Oh competed against seven
other teams in the Math Mania event. This
consisted of both individual and team chal-
lenges, answering challenging mathemati-
cal questions such as the one on the right.

Eugenie Shin, Emily Yamanaka, Sung-
wook Eun and Kanako Tsutsumi participated in the leadership
challenge. This was a series of team building exercises with
groups consisting of students from other schools. Among the
activities that they did was the erection of a tent with every
member of the team blindfolded except one, who was only al-
lowed to give verbal instructions to the other members.

Students also had the opportunity to do some sightseeing and
shopping in Tiananmen Square and the surrounding area. The
air was clear and the sky was blue. There was no sign of the

pollution that we often hear about in

Beijing.

The mathematics and leadership

challenge is a yearly event and next
year it will be hosted by Senri and
Osaka International School. We had
better start planning now...

The solution to the example problem is
1.6 the identical shaded squares.

The circle has an area equal to 7 .
Determine the total area of all of

AISA Choir Festival

at Korea International School November 7-8

Sarah Bonner
Music (Choir)

Bringing together singers from four international schools
in Korea and Japan—SOIS, Seoul International School
(SIS), Korea International School (KIS) and Yokohama In-
ternational School(YIS)—the annual Association of Inter-
national Schools in Asia (AISA) choir festival was held at
KIS from November 7-8. Seven SOIS students were among
the fifty students who took part in this annual collaboration.

The choir directors from each school picked pieces focus-
ing on songs that would help students improve their vocal
technique in their various voice parts. They also ensured
that students would not only be successful in singing these
pieces but also that it would be a good challenge and enjoy-
able to sing.

The students prepared the songs with their individual di-

rectors in the months lead-
ing up to the festival. SOIS
and YIS travelled to Korea
and took part in the re-
hearsals for one day before
holding a short concert for

parents in the auditorium
on the second day. SOIS
students stayed with families from KIS making some recon-
nections with old friends and also making new friends.

The AISA choir festival is unique in that it is the only
AISA event for music that is still occurring. There are se-
niors, such as Leina Barke (year 12), who have attended the
event multiple times and now have some close Korean and
Yokohama friends with similar musical interests. Hopefully
these friendships will continue as they move on from AISA.
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Article in EARCOS journal on 1Pad apps in Music

SOIS Music Education Program Featured in Renowned Journal:

The Senri and Osaka International Schools MYP music  inform our vision at
program was recently featured in the winter 2015 edition of ~ SOIS, we want to be a
the EARCOS Triannual Journal. EARCOS is the East Asian ~ model for schools in Ja-
Regional Association of Schools and the journal features  pan and the region and
research and articles about excellent educational initiatives  this certainly fits with
occurring in international schools in East Asia. Mr. Mark  that belief. Congratula-

Elshout’s use of iPads earned a two-page spread in the issue.  tions to Mr. Elshout!
Teachers in the region will hopefully learn from Mark’s ideas
and implement them in their classes. With the beliefs that ~ You can see this journal at http.//www.earcos.org/
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Two Schools Together

Many People Placed in Running Events
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F535 1450 Hiroshi Baba

Triathlon/Running Club Coach, SIS Math
W11/2h—D0ROv /o TaF7AAY

Carfman Japan Duathlon in Greenpia Miki

In total 5 students finished Run2km+Bike10km+Run2km and
Ken Taniuchi placed 3rd in Gr.7-9 Boys.

<Participants>

JS5 A8 LR Juria Torieda (SIS7), 4#%(11%5 4 Neo Yokoyama
(SIS7), ZHHIHHEL Takuma Yoshimura (SIS7), 7 42 Miki
Fujito (SIS8), 4+ PN Ken Taniuchi (SIS8)

W11/30 RABEERTSYY

Suita Bampaku Marathon

<Half Marathon (21.1km) Finisher>

Tara Cheney (Faculty)

<10km Finishers>

Marcella Cooper (Faculty), Dawn Inada (Faculty), 55185
Hiroshi Baba (Faculty), # [L1 3¢ £ Fumika Nakayama (SIS10),
S AEfEFI- Sawako Tachibana (SIS11)

<3km Placed>

Ist FE 354 A Yuto Baba (OIS9), 2nd j##5 52 & Shion Fujimori
(SIS9), 3rd & #T+AE Takuma Yoshimura (SIS7)

Ist {2 A7 Fuka Kariya (SIS9), 2nd %7 %42 Miki Fujito
(SIS8), 3rd St HL i Juria Torieda (SIS7)
W12/14RE)I0O—REHEE

Mukogawa Run in Nishinomiya city

<Placed>

5km Female: 1st place 54548 5L #fi Juria Torieda (SIS7)

<Skm Finishers>

HE T K Akihiro Takebe (SIS7), 1\ H 58 Maki Mukaida
(SIS7), HiEEfhMZ Yuki Kusanagi (SIS7), 77N~7VN Gerald
Tkeuchi (SIS11)

10

<10km Finishers>

LIPS Kasane Yasuoka (SIS10), S.AEAEFNIF Sawako

Tachibana (SIS11), ALY 3 A Rion Mukaiyama (SIS12), F& 45

8 51 Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)

W 1/120 AR

Suita Ekiden was held at Bampaku Koen

HS Boys: 1st, HS Girls: 1st

MS Boys: 33rd, MS Girls: A team10th, B team 11th
R — N

W1/18RATHRYIVY

Ibaraki Shimin Marathon was held at Osaka Expo'70 Sta-
dium (Banpaku Kinen Kyodgi-jo). In total 38 people of SOIS
participated and 2 people placed.

<Placed>

10km Male 1st fij FH#EH Syunya Maeda (Coach, KGOB)
10km Female 4th 37 4% F0-1- Sawako Tachibana (SIS11)
W2/ EETRISVY

Settsu Shimin Marathon

In total 14 people participated and 3 students placed.

<Placed>

5km Gr.8-9 Boys: 3rd J& 1518 A Yuto Baba (OIS9), 5th AR
J& Shion Fujimori (SIS9)

3km Gr.7-9 Girls: 6th {j¢ /= J& & Fuka Kariya (SIS9)



INTERCULTURE

WINTER

2014-15

Two Schools Together

Eiken Report Sk LikiZ 24 54

Rodney Ray
SIS English
The following students have reported recent results on the
Society for Testing English Proficiency's (STEP) Test in Practi-
cal English Proficiency (Eiken). Many people passed the exam
this time; special congratulations to Misa Morikawa and May
Murakami-Smith, who passed the highest level of the test, and
to OIS 5th grader Mark Ogata, who passed the Pre-1 level.
Good job everybody! Remember, if you take the Eiken, be
sure to report your results to lihara-san in the Business Office.

No.142

School Grade Student Name Eiken Level SIS 09 Adachi, Haruka 2% (Grade 2)
SIS 10 Morikawa, Misa L#% (Grade 1) SIS 10 Ishiwaku, Kanae 2i#% (Grade 2)
SIS 09  Murakami-Smith, May L#% (Grade 1) SIS 12 Iwasaki, Madoka 2#% (Grade 2)
SIS 09  Aota,Runa 14k (Grade P1) SIS 12 Matano, Kyoko 2i% (Grade 2)
SIS 09  Igarashi, Risa #15% (Grade P1) SIS 07  Muto, Asumi 2% (Grade 2)
SIS 09  Kato, Natsumi YE1#% (Grade P1) SIS 10  Ogoshi, Hiroto 2#% (Grade 2)
SIS 11 Kimura, Sae #EL#% (Grade P1) SIS 10  Onoue, Momo 2% (Grade 2)
SIS 11 Kishi, Daiki Y14k (Grade P1) SIS 10  Ose, Haruka 2i% (Grade 2)
SIS 10  Morioka, Akira 14k (Grade P1)
OIS 05  Ogata, Sota Mark #1#% (Grade P1)
SIS 11 Okuno, Neal Takayoshi #EL#% (Grade P1)
SIS 11 Torii, Nanoka #1%% (Grade P1)

SOIS Math Contest Results

November 26 & 28, 2014
SOIS Math Department

B Math Contest 80> T Xk

The Best Mathematician:

Ryotaro Kabai (SIS10)

Excellent Mathematician:

Yuichi Yoshioka* (OIS11), Ryoko Izuta* (SIS11),
Sungwook Eun (OIS11), Sean Matsuura (SIS10),
Sang Jin Oh* (OIS9), Yutaro Tanaka (SIS8)
Good Mathematician:

Lucian Cabrini (SIS12), Re Ea Tay* (OIS11),
Hanami Nagasaka (OIS11), Kai Junge (OIS10),

able to English-speaking examinees. You can take the test in
July and November. (cf. http://suken-usa.org/)
FRFCF R RE (o) 1%, B A Z M OB 3123 1E],

4R ETHENHIZHY . RFZEERFRE D LRI/ NFVEREE
DIVRETHVET, TDOIBLIHKLL HITTH L1 HIZHEETH
T HIENTEET, LVL Y FEEOTHRIZLL T O
KDOIITp>TOET, SISEFER TITIMEF L LI HE2
LN LA BNHEALEL TROBINET, o Tl T7ES
VN, (2% http://www.su—gaku.net/)

SUKEN Level Table

Hina Hamaguchi (SIS10), Maiho Takada (SIS9) Level DIE|F[G|H]|I]|J|K|L M
Note: *AISA Math members Kyu ik 8|7|6|5|4|3|P2|2](P1 1
Grade 4 |4 |56 |7 |8]9|10|11]| 12| University

B Math Proficiency Test, SUKEN 4%

Mathematics Proficiency Test, SUKEN is a graduated
testing protocol spanning primary through post-secondary
study, with ten of fourteen levels, from D to M now avail-

i
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Two Schools Together
Bookmark Contest Results

SOISADLBYaTAMNERHEK

Hi Ty
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AEE
KA Jiho Lee
KA Manaka Iwamoto
KB Mu Hui Zuo
KB Eikou Tayama
OIS'1 Yoonjae Lee

OIS 2 Yeongjun Seo

OIS 3 Cheng Ruilin Wang

OIS 3 Mia Sawamoto

OIS 4 Paige Hess

OIS 4 Bianca Yamamoto
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Two Schools Together
Library News
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Two Schools Together

SOIS Cross Country Skiing Camp

in Uwano Highland

Richard Fitzpatrick
OIS Science

Just before the winter holiday had drawn to a close for an-
other year, there was still an opportunity for 53 intrepid SOIS
students to squeeze a little more fun from their time off. How
did they do this? Cross country skiing !!

It was an early start, but this put no one off as everyone
boarded the bus in good spirits. This year the weather was fine
and there were no hold ups along the way.

After arriving at the outdoor education center there was time
for a quick spot of lunch before getting straight out into the
snow. First up was cross country skiing. The students were split
into groups. Those who were more experienced in one group.
Here they warmed up with a few games, then headed straight
for the slope so they could refresh their skills . Those new to the
sport spent a little longer playing games in order to familiarize
themselves with the art of cross country skiing.

After this, the skis were put away and out came the snow
shoes. This time every one headed for the deeper snow and with
a little practice everyone was walking /running through the
snow. Some even had the confidence to run, jump or even sum-
mersault down the steepest hills they could find.

As it became darker it was time to get out of the snow, head
back to the rooms and soothe any aching muscles, before head-
ing to the cafeteria for a delicious sukiyaki. The afternoon’s ex-
ertions had clearly taken their toll as some needed to refuel for
considerably longer than others.

Once the food was cleared away, it was time for the 11th
graders to take charge and lead the evening’s entertainment.

The following day the conditions were perfect for skiing and
every one headed to the slopes, allowing the students to fine
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January 4-5, 2015

tune their skills and test their nerves. At this point the ski trip
was almost done, but there was still time for the traditional race
and one final snow ball fight before heading back to school.
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Cross Country Skiing Competition Results

<Placed>

Boys: st /x5 & Shion Fujimori (SIS9), 2nd J{%£ 5 Sakyo
Hara (SIS10), 3rd 4PN Ken Taniuchi (SIS8)

Girls: 1st B2 Kyoko Sakurai (SIS8), 2nd i [H +:fF Nat-
sumiTakeda (SIS8), 3rd 5 #4 %S Reona Yanagi (SIS7)
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Two Schools Together

Grade 8 Science Trip "Nayuta"

at Nishi-Harima Astronomical Observatory (NHAO)

Nayuta 2015 grade 8 trip
Richard Fitzpatrick
OIS Science

At 3:45 on a Friday afternoon, when many students were
turning their attentions to ASP, sports or relaxing for the week-
end. Grade 8 were readying themselves to focus on much,
much bigger things.

After labouring its way up a seemingly endless series of hair-
pin turns, the coach finished its ascent of the winding mountain
roads and arrived at the hill top site of the observatory. The
sun was long gone, and much of the light remaining was being
reflected of the visible crescent of the moon, which seemed to
be loitering above the dome of the main telescope. A promising
sign for the rest of the evening's viewing.

The students got off the coach and made their way through
the dark to their celestially named accommodation. Then after
dropping their bags in Pegasus or Orion, followed by a quick
meal, it was time to head to the main observatory.

A brief explanation of the facility was followed by the chance
to look through the Nishi-Harima Astronomical Observatory's
2 meter wide main telescope; the largest of its kind in Japan,
and the largest of its kind in the world that is accessible by the
public. Once the domed roof had opened to reveal the star filled
sky, the motors whirred into action and the telescope rotated.
The search was on for the first, of many, stellar objects. This
time, the red giant Betelgeuse was the target.

For the rest of the evening's observations the students viewed
a variety of stars, galaxies and even Jupiter on several different
pieces of equipment.

The next morning, the early risers of the group explored the
grounds of the facility, where they could see the amazing scen-
ery that the dark of the previous night had been hiding. Then
all that was left was a spot of breakfast, a quick sprucing of the
rooms and then a trouble free journey home to get everyone
back to school nice and early.

February 23-24, 2015
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Two Schools Together Clubs All Through the Year
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(Student Reporter M)
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E—Club Teaches about Sustainability

Lisa Ishihara
OIS Gr. 12

The 15th of October was a very busy day for the E-club. With the school hav-
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ing a costly annual electricity bill, it was time for the E-club to get into action.
During the Long Homeroom OIS Assembly, the E-club encouraged students and
teachers to become more eco-friendly. From KA to 12th grade, each was given
a paper leaf to pledge something on that they could do in their everyday lives
to reduce waste of scarce and increasingly precious resources. Although some
students had written somewhat unattainable pledges, the E-club decided to hang
them up onto the stairs going up to the 3rd floor conference room. Hopefully,
thinking about what the individual can do to help was worthwhile. I am sure that
many will also act on their pledge too.

Why should you join the E-club? The majority of the current E-club members
are seniors. As they are busy in their final year of the IB, your help is very much
needed! The E-club invites students from elementary to high school who are
looking for a good cause. It’s fun too!
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Two Schools Together K(G \Won the "Koshien Bowl!"

KG's American football team won the 69th Japanese national college football championship

The Kwansei Gakuin University Ameri-
can football team, “The Fighters” won '
their fourth consecutive Japan champion-
ship. They defeated Nihon University,
“The Phoenix” from Tokyo, 55-10 in the
Koshien Bowl on December 14. The Ko-
shien Bowl championship game is named
after Koshien Stadium, home of the pro-
fessional baseball team, the Hanshin Ti-
gers. Annually, the best university football
team in the western region (Kansai/Hiro-
shima) plays the champion of the eastern
region,(Tokyo/Nagoya) to determine the
university champion. SOIS students from
the triathlon club attended the game after
running in a marathon in the morning near
the stadium.

Kwansei Gakuin has the best university American football
team in the country. They have won the championship 27 times,
the most of any university in Japan. The Fighters went on to
play in the Rice Bowl in Tokyo on January 3. The Rice Bowl
pits the best collegiate football team against the best profes-
sional team of Japan’s X League. This year the Fujitsu Frontiers
won 33-24 in a very hard played game against KG. The advan-
tage of older, more experienced players and foreign players for
the Frontiers, made the difference.

The Fighters are back in action one more time on March 21
when they play Princeton University in the Legacy Bowl at
Kincho Stadium in Osaka. The famous Ivy League New Jersey
University Princeton finished fourth out of eight teams this
season in the Ivy League. The Legacy Bowl is being played in
honor of the 125th anniversary of KG. The last time the two
teams played was in 2011, when Princeton won 27-25 on a last
second field goal.

Congratulations to the Kwansei Gakuin Fighters on another
national championship!
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sis All Japan Bilingual Model United Nations

Shammi Datta
Social Sturdies

Four students represented Senri International School of
Kwansei Gakuin at the annual All Japan Bilingual Model Unit-
ed Nations last November. As in the past years, this bilingual
MUN was held at the UN Building in Tokyo's Omotesando /
Aoyama area, where students from all over Japan who passed
the preliminary selection discussed and passed draft resolu-
tions regarding the issue of food security. As is evident from
the comments of two participants below, this was a stimulating
learning experience. As a result they have created a student led
debate club. My thanks to all the teachers at SIS who provide a
learning environment where our students hone their skills for
such activities, and in particular to Mr. Avery, Mr. Nojima, Mr.
Sheriff and Ms. Ito, who continue to support SIS MUN and the
debate club.

<

Tatsuhiro Everett Shiina
SIS Gr. 10

It was a great pleasure to compete at Tokyo as delegate of
Pakistan, against students representing many high level schools
in Japan. Unfortunately, Kazushi and I couldn’t go to New York
as a representative of Japan; however, we were able to pass all
the policies that would give many advantages to our country.
The policy that we were most confident in was to create an in-
ternational organization promoting microcredit for agricultural
technology and building the headquarters in Pakistan. Micro-
credit is an extremely small loan given to impoverished people
to help them become self-employed. By promoting microcredit
the developed countries can save people who suffer from se-
vere poverty in the form of creating business opportunities. The
reason why we decided to make it an international organization
is because this will attract foreign investment and allow many
more countries to support the developing countries using mi-
crocredit. We had to debate with delegates from many countries
and were able to give solid answers for any refutations that
came our way. [ believe we came close to achieving the Award
of Excellence. Perhaps next time! Overall, I think we have
progressed significantly compared to a few months ago when

we just started to learn about MUN. We’re looking forward to
continuing to work on our debating and negotiation skills and
hopefully place in next year's conference.
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ois Global Futures Exchange Program

About The Global Futures Program

Osaka International School (OIS) has a residential boarding
program called Global Futures. It is an exclusive program for
high school students from around the world to join our learning
community for a semester, a year, or even more.
Study in Japan

Japan’s distinct culture is a mix of the modern and the an-
cient. It is a land of manga, anime, cutting edge urban architec-
ture combined with ancient Zen temples and traditional martial
arts.

The OIS Global Futures Program provides a unique opportu-

nity to pursue high school English language academic studies,
develop skills as a global citizen and to study Japanese im-
mersed in the culture and atmosphere of Osaka—Japan’s vibrant,
cutting edge and historically rich ‘second city’. If Japanese is
your chosen foreign language, you want to explore your Japa-
nese roots, or you want an unforgettable experience boosting
your intercultural skills while continuing your college pre-
paratory coursework, then consider an application to the OIS
Global Futures Program.
An IB World School

OIS is an International Baccalaureate World School and
English is the language of instruction. The students in grades 9
and 10 study in the Middle Years Programme (MYP) curricu-
lum and grades 11 and12 study in the highly rigorous Diploma
Programme. Graduates from OIS go on to study in universities
in Japan and around the world. The international faculty is re-
cruited to contribute to the school mission of furthering inter-
national education. Students in the Global Futures program can
choose to participate fully or partially in our IB program and
individually design their schedule, depending on their Japanese
language ability and goals.
Details:
http://www.senri.ed.jp/

The OIS Diploma Programme visual arts
students recently visited Kyoto to view three
art exhibitions. The trip was aimed to provide
a venue for students to look into past forms of
visual arts, appreciate and evaluate them, and
acquire different perspectives. These in turn
will hopefully help with their art production.

The first stop was the National Museum of
Modern Art and to see the works of James McNeill Whis-
tler, a nineteenth century American artist who was one of
the first international artists to make Japonism well known.
Japonism is the art movement of Japanese culture influenc-
ing western art. Grade 12 student Arisa Mizuno was in-
spired by the wood block prints, ukiyo-e, from the Edo Pe-
riod and how they were harmonized with Whistler’s western
views. She is interested in harmonizing in her own works, in
particular the idea of Japanese art and western art harmoniz-
ing into a new art form.

The students next visited the Kyoto Municipal Museum
which for years has regularly exhibited foreign artists’
works. Jamie Bassett, another grade 12 student, learned the

Students Visit Art Exhibitions in Kyoto

importance of having a distinctive, individual style of art
and is working hard to try to develop her own style this year,
in anticipation of next spring’s exhibition.

The tour ended at the Robert Doisneau photography ex-
hibit at the Kyoto Museum of Contemporary Art. The pho-
tographs had a profound impact on grade 12 student Chihiro
Okada, and he will be incorporating more photographs into
his exhibition.

DP visual arts teacher Esperanza Garces is proud of her
students’ work and effort and is looking forward to seeing
their works develop this year. She also recommends for all

art lovers to visit the art galleries in Kyoto.
From OIS News Letter “Educator”
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@SIS Grade 9 & {R34EAE

The last trimester of grade 9: the last trimester of middle
school...

Rodney Ray

SIS Gr.9 HR teacher, English

We are coming into an important transition period in our
academic and social lives: graduation from middle school and
entrance into high school! It will be a time of many changes and
adjustments, new friends and new challenges.

Some students will be continuing their education at other
schools. To those people, we would like to say “Best of luck!”
You will be missed. In addition, we will have a group of new
students coming in, to whom we will want to give a warm wel-
come. We hope all current students will do their best to make
new students feel at home here.

Some things in high school will be very different from mid-
dle school.

1. For one, students will have much more freedom (and respon-
sibility) to set their own schedules. Please think deeply about
what classes will best fit your educational goals, and plan your
schedule carefully so that you will be able to cover all your re-
quirements.

2. Also, because of the elective system, students will be mix-
ing much more with students from other grades. This is a great
opportunity to get to know older students. Your “senpai” will be
a very valuable resource for advice and guidance—just as you
will be to younger students in a few years.

3. Furthermore, you will see that your grades have much great-
er meaning than they did in middle school: your grade average
can have a big effect on your college entrance in a few years. It
will be pretty important to get a good strong start right from the
beginning.

Speaking of college entrance: if you ask ANY 12th grader at
school, they will tell you that these three years of high school
pass in the blink of an eye! You will be shocked by this. One
day you are just starting out, and then suddenly it’s time to
graduate! You have many things to do between now and then—
choosing an area of study, deciding what college to apply to
(if you decided to continue your education), thinking about a
career, etc. There’s no need to panic, of course, but as you en-
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ter high school, it should be in your mind that it’s time to start
looking around, having different experiences, taking a variety
of courses, doing a bit of research about different colleges, jobs,
etc. You will need to design a path from where you are to where
you want to go—which means that you need some idea of where
you want to go! Until you get a clear image of your future, it’s
fine to take a variety of classes (and be sure to keep your grade
average up), but the sooner you can start to get a clear image of
what you want for your career, the easier it is to see what you
need to do today.
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The special secret of making dreams come true can be sum-
marized in four C’s. They are Curiosity, Confidence, Courage,
and Constancy.
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<SISIREEBE>
2014 Winter Concert

£E5H12H9H (k) 18:30BH 1, THHID 12014 Winter Concert )3
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ETLXD !
< Concert Choir>
+Have yourself a merry little
Christmas
*The Blessing
-Fairytale of New York
+Letit go

< String Ensemble >
- Simple Symphony
«Suite for Strings
<Wind Ensemble >
*Greensleeves
+Raiders March
*Molly on the Shore
*Selections from ”’Chicago’
+Slavonic Dances
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International Fair 2014!
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